
Journalism 100  
 Introduction to Journalism 

Spring 2008 

Instructor :    Jenn Burleson Mackay 

Office:                  Phifer 402D 

Office Hours:                Monday 11-1 p.m. and by appointment 

Contacts:    633-0480 (home) 

   Jennifer.b.mackay@ua.edu 

   *e-mail is the best way to reach me 

Web site:  http://www.bama.ua.edu/~macka001/journalism.html   

Class t imes:  MWF 10-10:50 

 

Course Descr ipt ion   
JN 100 is a prerequisite for all classes in the journalism department. This course introduces students to the 
basic culture, concepts and practices of journalism. Students should learn to think and act like a journalist.  
They also will learn what will be expected of them as they move through this journalism program.  

 

Learning Obj ectives 
Students will be introduced to the different types of writing styles from newspapers and magazines to 
television news, online newspapers and blogs.  They should learn what news is and what influences the 
media.  Students also should learn how the journalism developed.  They will also learn to analyze and 
evaluate ethical issues within the profession. 
 
 
Required texts and mater ials 
Stovall, J.G. (2005). Journalism: Who, What, When, Where, Why and How. Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 

Goldstein, N. (2007). Associated Press Stylebook and Briefing on Media Law with Internet Guide and 
Glossary. New York: Associated Press. (ONLY PURCHASE THE RED 2007 EDITION) 

The Journalist magazine, 2007, annual issue. Society of Professional Journalists. 

*Semester subscription to The New York Times. Price: $30 (Checks should be made payable to The 
University of Alabama 

*Student grades will be withheld until students pay for the newspaper subscription.  Students who drop the 
class will not be reimbursed for the newspaper subscription.  Students should pick up the paper from the 
William Winter Reading Room before class every day. The Reading Room will not hold on to old papers.  
In other words, you’ll need to pick up your copy of the paper on the day that it is published.  

***Other readings are available on reserve in the William Winter Reading Room on the second floor of 
Phifer.  Additional readings may be distributed by the instructor or posted online at 
http://www.bama.ua.edu/~macka001/journalism.html. 

 

Class attendance 
Class attendance is mandatory. Each student is allowed three unexcused absences. Reserve these three 
absences for  unexpected occur rences such as funerals and car  trouble because those unexpected 
incidents will not be counted as excused absences.  For each unexcused absence beyond the limit of 
three, your final grade will be reduced by three points. If you miss an examination, exercise or quiz through 
an unexcused absence, you will receive a zero.  



Absences may be excused only with a signed doctor's note or equivalent documentation.  You must bring 
me the signed document within one week of your return to class.  I will not accept notes that are turned in 
later than one week. No absence excuses will be accepted after the day the final exam is administered. 

Students who have an excused absence will be permitted to make up missed exercises or tests within one 
week. You are responsible for making such arrangements.  Students will not be permitted to make up a 
missed quiz as they will frequently focus on current events. If your absence is excused, however, a missed 
quiz will not be counted as a zero. It will simply not be counted toward your grade.  

 

Conduct 
First and foremost, be on time for class. I will not tolerate disruptive behavior of any kind.  This includes 
talking while class is in session, surfing the Web, and cell phone use. Do not allow your  cell phone to r ing 
dur ing class.  Cell phones, PDAs or other electronic gadgets should not be on a student’s desk during 
quizzes or tests.  If I see one on your desk, I will have to assume that you are cheating.  

 

Class routine 
I encourage class discussion.  Feel free to ask questions and make relevant comments during class.  Please 
come to class prepared to answer if I call upon you. Also, please bring your copy of the New York Times 
with you. 

 

Outline of grade: 
Unannounced Quizzes    10% 

Exam 1     10% 

Exam 2     10% 

Final Exam (cumulative)   20% 

Homework/classroom Assignments  25% 

Team Project & Presentation  20% 

Participation    5% 

 

Unannounced quizzes 
Students will be administered a series of unannounced quizzes.  The content of the quizzes will come from 
current events found on the front page of the New York Times on Monday, Wednesday or Friday, or from 
the assigned readings and lectures.   

 

Grades are assigned as follows:  
98-100 -- A+ 
92-97 -- A 
90-91 -- A- 
88-89 -- B+  
82-87 -- B 
80-81 -- B- 
78-79 -- C+ 
72-77 -- C 
70-71 -- C- 
68-69 -- D+ 
62-67 -- D 
60-61 -- D- 
59-below -- F 



Code of academic conduct 
All students are expected to be honorable and to observe standards of conduct appropriate to a community 
of scholars. The University expects from its students a higher standard than the minimum to avoid 
disciplinary action. All acts of dishonesty in any academic work constitute academic misconduct. This 
includes, but is not limited to: 

Cheating: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, study aids, cell phones and 
PDAs or computer related information. 

Plagiarism: Representing the words, data, works, ideas, computer program or output, or anything not 
generated in an authorized fashion, as one’s own. 

Fabrication: Presenting as genuine any invented or falsified citation or material. 

Misrepresentation: Falsifying, altering, or misstating the contents of documents or other materials related to 
academic matters, including schedules, prerequisites and transcripts. 

 
Academic Honor Pledge 
 By registering for the current semester and by enrolling in this class, you have consented to the following:  
 
I promise or affirm that I will not at any time be involved with cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, or 
misrepresentation while enrolled as a student at The University of Alabama. I have read the Academic 
Honor Code, which explains the disciplinary procedures that will result from the aforementioned. I 
understand that violation of this code will result in penalties as severe as indefinite suspension from the 
University. 
 
ADA Statement 
If you are registered with the Office of Disability Services, please make an appointment with me as soon as 
possible to discuss any course accommodations that may be necessary.  If you have a disability but have 
not contacted the Office of Disability Services, please call 254-5175. 
 



 
Schedule and Readings 
Students should read materials before the class period in which they are scheduled for discussion.  If it 
becomes clear that students are not doing the readings and participating in discussions, the instructor will 
begin giving reading quizzes.  Additional readings may be handed out during class or available online. 
 
WEEK 1  Topics:  Course introduction and news values 
 
Jan. 9    Introduction to course 
Jan 11    “News and Society”   (Chap. 1) 
  “A Free Press, A Free Country” The Journalist 66-68 
 
 
WEEK 2  Topics:  News limitations and history 
 
Jan. 14   “Recognizing some Realities About News”   
  from Lorenz and Vivian  News Reporting and Writing (on reserve)   
Jan. 16    “The Culture of Journalism (Chap. 2) 
Jan. 18    Guest Speaker  Ð histor ian Er ika Pr ibanic-Smith 
  “Beginnings of Journalism” (Chap. 20) 
  “ New Realities, New Journalism” (Chap. 22) 
 
WEEK 3 Topics:  Print journalism  
 
Jan. 21   MLK Day Ð No class 
Jan. 23  Newspapers (Chap. 4) 
  “Birth of the Press Club” The Journalist 40-47 
Jan. 25    More on newspapers 
    
WEEK 4 Topics: The journalism career 
 
Jan. 28    Class meets from 7-9 p.m. for Gregg Levoy lecture, location TBA, attendance required  
Jan. 30  “Becoming a Journalist” (Chap. 3) 
Feb. 1  Guest speaker – Elina Erzirova on Russian journalism v/s American journalism 
 
WEEK 5 Nailing the story 
 
Feb. 4    Reporters” (Chap. 8), “Editors” (Chap. 12) 
  Turn in 1 page response paper for  Levoy lecture  
Feb. 6  “Reporting” (Chap. 9) 
Feb. 8  Guest Speaker – UA job candidate Bill Cassidy 
 
WEEK 6 Topics: Sizzle, drama and truth  
 
Feb. 11  Exam I  
Feb. 13  Interviewing 
  “Tiny paper Giant Impact” The Journalist 48-55 
  “Anatomy of a Pulitzer” The Journalist 34-38 
Feb. 15  “Writing News and Features” (Chap. 10) 
    
 
WEEK 7 Topics:  Dazzling leads and writing style 
 
Feb. 18  Guest Speaker  Ð Avery Vise from Randall Publishing 

Magazines (Chap. 5) 



Feb. 20  “Fixing Weak and Troubled leads” from Lorenz and Vivian “News Reporting and  
  Writing (on reserve) 
Feb. 22  “Style” (Chap. 11) 
   Turn in typed interview notes  
   
WEEK 8 Topics: Word play and visual journalists 
 
Feb. 25  Punctuation 
Feb. 27  “Editing and Headline Writing” (Chap. 13) 
Feb. 29  “Visual journalists” (Chap. 14) 
  Turn in pr int news stor ies 
 
WEEK 9 Topics: Photography and snazzy public relations techniques 
 
March 3  “Photojournalism” (Chap. 16) 
  “Story of their Lives” The Journalist 8-14 
March 5  Guest speaker:  Brad Fisher, director  of communication for  DCH M edical Center    
March 7  “Writing and Rewriting for Public Relations” from Lorenz and Vivian News Reporting  
  and Writing (on reserve) 
 
 
WEEK 10 Community values and the journalist 
 
March 10 Community journalism 
  “MoJo a Go Go” The Journalist p. 18-21  
March 12 TBA 
March 14 Exam I I  
 
Spr ing Break March 17-21 
 
WEEK 11 Topics:  Page design 
 
March 24 “Graphics Journalism” (Chap. 15) 
March 26 “Publication and Web site design” (Chap. 17) 
March 28 Lab Day 
 
 
WEEK 12 Topics:  If it bleeds it leads - broadcast news style 
 
March 31 Guest Speaker:  Ginger Loggins 
  “Broadcast Journalists” (Chap. 18) 
  “Behind the Mic” The Journalist 56-61 
April 2  “Writing for Broadcast” (Chap. 19) 
April 4  Lab Day  
 
WEEK 13 Topics:  Online journalism and convergence 
 
April 7  “News Web Sites” (Chap. 7) 
  “It’s About the News, Not the Paper” 22-25 The Journalist 
April 9  Convergence 
April 11  Lab Day  
   
WEEK 14 
 
April 14  TBA  
April 16  “Law and the Journalist” (Chap. 24) 



  Turn in group projects 
April 18  Honors Day Ð No class 
    
WEEK 15 
 
April 21  “Ethical Practices” (Chap. 25) 
  “Bringing the World Home” 26-29 
April 23  More Ethics 
  “The rise of Minority Media” The Journalist 30-33 
April 25  “Journalism: Present and Future” (Chap. 26) 
 
 
WEEK 16   
 
April 28  Project Presentations 
April 30  Project Presentations 
May 2    Project Presentations 
 
WEEK 17 FINALS WEEK 
 
***THIS SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE INSTRUCTOR 


