UAB’s RHA Advisor:

The Cat’s Meow
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Bid for ALURH 

Advisor of the Year Award

December 9, 2003

ALURH NCC’s:

Thank you so much for your consideration when reviewing this bid & all of the hard work that you have done with RHA in your schools. RHA has been a very important part of my career in student housing. As a student, it meant the world to me to be asked to be on our Residence Hall Council. I got to know many people who helped me to get to where I am today. I would have never thought of student housing as a career, but through my experiences in housing, I fell in love with residential life, and realized that this was what I would like to do. 
Purrfect!

When I began my professional housing career, I was hired at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. During my time there, my goal was to start an RHA, NRHH, and make UAB well known within the state & region. My first obstacle was to form Hall Councils in each building. So, I began in my two buildings, Denman & Hixson Halls. I formed a very successful Hall Council over the 2002-2003 year. 
Catting Around NACURH

My experience with RHA at Mississippi State University helped to prepare me for working with RHA. At MSU I was a Residence Director for the apartment area on campus. I advised the apartments Hall Association and was RHA’s Advisor of the year for 2002. I also worked in the NRHH National Office as the Assistant Director for History and AAFN (Association of Alumni & Friends of NACURH).  I was the conference advisor for No Frills 2001 (hosted at Mississippi State), MARHS 2002, and No Frills 2002. I also attended NACURH 2002 as one of the National Board with the NRHH. 
Cool Cat in ALURH

In January of 2003, I attended the founding ALURH conference at the University of Alabama with my Hall Council President. I was elected as the ALURH State Advisor at the conference. As ALURH advisor, I helped to establish our state association. I appointed the Treasurer and kept up with any business going on within the state. I attended the State Meeting at No Frills 2003, and attended the summer state board retreat in July. 
Cat-astrophe…No!

I also volunteered to take on the task of hosting the first-ever Mini ALURH conference at UAB in October of 2003. I had to assure the department of housing at UAB that I could take on the task and make it a good conference. I was given permission to host Mini ALURH less than 2 months before the conference was supposed to occur. I was prepared. I booked hotel rooms, arranged for food, and found a place for everyone to meet on UAB’s campus. I had a conference staff made up of 3 resident assistants. All 3 resident assistants put in their resignations 2 weeks prior to the conference. I had things under control and ended up doing most of it myself. Mini ALURH turned out to be great. It turned out that hotel rooms might not be necessary next year, but all in all Mini ALURH was an excellent time for all of the delegations in our state to get together and prepare for SAACURH. The conference went off without a hitch and I prepared an assessment after the conference was over. The evaluations showed that everyone who attended enjoyed the conference. 
WILD Cats in the West

The University of Alabama at Birmingham had never been represented at SAACURH. I convinced UAB Housing to let me take delegates to the upcoming SAACURH conference. Again, at the last minute, I was granted permission to go to SAACURH. I went to each Hall Council on campus to find my conference delegation. Only 3 people were allowed to go. I chose and they met to fill out paperwork. The UAB delegation was pretty prepared for SAACURH. The UAB delegation won Best Spirit from a small school. I had accomplished at least one of my goals, UAB’s name was known at SAACURH 2003. A lot of learning took place at the SAACURH conference for UAB. We got tips on starting RHA on our campus, we got to know people around the region, and we got excited about starting RHA when we saw the bigger picture of how RHA can work. The best reward from attending SAACURH was the excitement of my students about RHA & what they had learned.  

Kitty on a Mission


After the SAACURH conference my delegation & I prepared an RHA plan for UAB. We went through each month setting small goals for that month. The RHA plan has been presented to UAB student housing and has been put into effect. I have also been working hard to make sure that each Hall Council is doing well in their buildings. I have attended Hall Council meetings in buildings I was not in charge of. I have helped individual Hall Councils with planning programs and getting things organized. I registered everyone for the ALURH conference and have done a great job with encouraging students to be involved. 

Meow!

I am dedicated to making RHA a reality at UAB. I have attended every Hall Council meeting my building has had. I have attended and helped to implement every program put on in my area. I have sacrificed many of my nights and weekends to make RHA a success. I care deeply for my students in residential life. I want to help my council to succeed and to make RHA an entity at UAB. I want to recognize students for all of the hard work that they do. I want to be able to achieve my goals of having RHA & NRHH at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. Now, my goals are coming into focus. With the knowledge we have taken from the SAACURH conference, we will build the RHA & NRHH that I have wanted since I was hired as a housing professional.


Thank you again for your consideration for this award.

Sincerely,

Joscylyn Clayton

ALURH State Advisor

RHA Advisor – University of Alabama at Birmingham

Dear NCCs,


I would like to recommend Joscylyn W. Clayton for RHA advisor of the year. As NCC for the University of Alabama at Birmingham, I have worked with her for the fall semester. During this time, Joscylyn has given an extraordinary effort in building RHA on our campus.


This past fall semester was my first semester being involved in ALURH as UAB’s NCC. I was venturing into unknown territory and Joscylyn took the time to clearly explain exactly what my duties would be. Without her guidance, I would have been completely lost at my first conference, Mini-ALURH.

This past October, Joscylyn singe handedly planned Mini-ALURH with less than two months notice from our housing department. This was no simple task as it involved hotel reservations, requesting University classroom space, catering, as well as various other tasks. With a conference staff made up of three of her Residence Assistants, Joscylyn made Mini-ALURH a great first-time conference experience.


In November, Joscylyn was again granted late permission to take delegates to the SAACURH conference. As a delegation, I feel Joscylyn prepared us to the best of her ability for SAACURH. As proof of this, our delegation received the award for Best Spirit from a small school. Hopefully, with Joscylyn’s continued guidance, UAB can become a prominent school in the SAACURH region. 


Since Joscylyn has come to UAB, she has personally overseen the building of council in each of UAB’s Residence Halls, as well as, the formation of the RHA here on campus. Without her leadership, guidance, and support, UAB student residents would not have a united voice with which to speak to our housing department. In my personal opinion, Joscylyn is an ideal candidate for ALURH Advisor of the Year.

Sincerely,

Daniel R. Walters

NCC for the University of Alabama at Birmingham

