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Singin’ in the Rain
Stormy Miller is the President of Bryce Lawn Apartments and she has done wonders 
with the residence hall.  Rain may be pouring all around but she will be singing and making the best of it.  Since the day she took office, she has been full of thunderous energy and ideas.  Not only has Stormy focused this energy on her own hall, but she has looked for opportunities to share her ideas and learn more within the state and the region.  Anyone who comes into contact with Stormy is brightened by her ideas and enthusiasm for RHA.  Many times when the executive board has been in a bind, it is Stormy they have gone to and she who has lended the helping hand because she can be trusted to follow through with her commitments and give 150% to everything she takes on.  Now that you’ve been introduced to Stormy’s eternal ray of sunshine, let me give you some detailed examples of how far it has been spread.
Ain’t No Sunshine When She’s Gone – Programs

Stormy’s presence as Bryce Lawn Hall Council has boosted them up to being one of the top halls based on The University of Alabama’s RHA point system.  Points are awarded for many things, including programs and community service projects.  With previous presidents, resident turn out was always a problem when programs where planned.  However, since Stormy has been president, it’s been nothing but a clear sky.  Each month she has planned a social program and a community service project for her residents.  Her programs have brought out record crowds so far.  

Her enthusiasm for her hall can been seen by the time and effort she puts into planning the programs.  One of her biggest successes was an educational program (not a favorite among upperclassmen) entitled “Sex on the Lawn.”  She had speakers from the Women’s Resource Center come speak about practicing safe sex.  Food was served and residents could enjoy singing along with the karaoke machine.  Over 70 residents attended the program.

In October, Stormy teamed up with another apartment-style hall and participated in the first annual Trunk-or-Treat for local neighborhood kids.  

To celebrate Veteran’s Day as well as Thanksgiving, Stormy set up a visitation day at the local VA hospital where Bryce Lawn hosted a day of Bingo for the patients.  She said it was a rewarding experience not only for her, but for her residents and the patients of the hospital as well.

This December, Stormy led a toy drive to collect toys to donate to the annual NAACP Ball which in turn donates the toys to “Toys for Tots.”  Also, during exam week, Stormy took time out of her own schedule to go shopping for a midnight study breakfast for her residents at Bryce Lawn.  

Truly, without Stormy, only dark clouds would hang over Bryce Lawn as it tends to be a hard hall to program for due to the upperclassmen and the layout of the buildings.  But with Stormy’s work ethic and unrelenting enthusiasm for her hall, there is plenty of sunshine to spread around.

Not Raining on Her Parade –Challenges Washed Away with Sunshine
It is hard to start a year off with storm clouds looming overhead.  At the University of Alabama, Bryce Lawn Apartments house a diverse group of upperclassmen in a spread out setting which can lead to programming difficulties.  However, as the Bryce Lawn Hall Council President, it is Stormy’s duty to provide interesting programs and activities for her residents.  At the beginning of the year Stormy had numerous interesting ideas for her apartment-style housing complex.  Unlike most residents, Bryce Lawn residents had the choice of moving in anytime after August 1st , so Stormy did not have a single weekend to do mass membership selling.   She was excited to recruit members in the notoriously low-membership hall though, so she suggested having a pizza party to allow her residents to meet each other as well as tell them about RHA.  Sure enough, membership in Bryce Lawn rose. 
Although membership rose, Stormy still kept a small executive board which placed some of the extra burden on her.  In many halls there is an ECC who writes OTMs, but Stormy takes this responsibility upon herself and makes sure that at least two OTMs are turned in each month for her hall.  On that note, Bryce Lawn hall has had a community service project each month and because Stormy does not have a Community Project Chair, it is Stormy who forges ahead with the planning of those projects.
There’s a Great Big Beautiful Tomorrow,

Shining at the End of Everyday – Goals

Each year the hall council presidents must develop three goals that they would like to reach by the end of the school year.  This keeps them accountable to not only themselves but to their residents as well.  Many presidents have a hard time coming up with three realistic goals, but Stormy knew what she wanted to accomplish this year and went above and beyond her requirements.  Of her five goals, she has already accomplished four of them and it is only mid-year.  To make sure that tomorrow will be a better day than the one before, Stormy works continuously to keep these goals met.

· To increase RHA membership at Bryce Lawn – Stormy held a pizza social to inform residents about RHA and the membership rose from last year.
· To motivate the residents and have them participate in programs - For the “Sex on the Lawn” program, Bryce Lawn had a record turn out of 70 residents.

· Creativity!  Search for new programs that spark the interest of Bryce Lawn residents – Stormy attended SAACURH 2003 in which her main goal was to bring back programming ideas for her upperclassmen hall.
· Have a supportive Bryce Lawn Hall Council – Although her hall council is small, they are slowly bonding together and strengthening.
· Have Fun!!  - Stormy has definitely planned interesting programs for her residents who appreciate her effort at making it entertaining for them.
It’s Gonna Be a Bright, Bright, Sunshiny Day – Resolutions

RHA’s main goal is to be the voice for the residents.  One way we do this is through passing resolutions.  Stormy is making sure that future days will be sunny by presenting resolutions on behalf of her hall.  This year she has presented a resolution to reinstate the use of personal mailboxes at Bryce Lawn.  Bryce Lawn is equipped with mailboxes to simulate an apartment environment.  However, this year the University discontinued them which means the residents had to rent a post office box – an expense they weren’t expecting to have to pay.  This also caused confusion because many residents have used the Bryce Lawn mailboxes for awhile, so they had to change their address on everything.  If Stormy had not brought this to RHA’s attention, it may have very well been overlooked.  The resolution was well researched and passed with no revisions.  Hopefully it will be a great benefit to the residents at Bryce Lawn and bring numerous future bright and sunny days.  Other resolutions that Stormy is currently working on include:

· Reworking the current point system to make it more fair for the apartment-style halls

· Creating an evaluation form for residents to fill out after RHA programs

· Installing permanent ashtrays at Bryce Lawn for smokers to put their cigarette butts in
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Somewhere, Over the Rainbow - Conferences

Stormy has always had a sincere devotion to her hall and our RHA.  However, by attending conferences, she has acquired a new ray of sunshine and has a new understanding of the breadth and importance of her role here at the University of Alabama.

In many cases delegates attend conferences only for the opportunity to travel and possibly see old friends.  Therefore, when they decide which programs to attend, they usually choose programs that seem fun and entertaining for them.  Stormy, however, stayed up late through the night at SAACURH 2003 trying to find programs that would most benefit the residents of her hall.  After attending the programs she could not wait to take the ideas back to her hall and implement the programs.  

Stormy also poured much hard work and dedication into ALURH’s Roll Call committee.  Not only did she help choreograph it, she spent many hours teaching it to the delegates from ALURH, all the while with a smile on her face.

Stormy has only attended two conferences (Mini-ALURH 2003 and SAACURH 2003), but they inspired her with new ideas.  She is currently chasing the rainbow by planning to present a program at ALURH 2004 and having hopes of presenting a program at NACURH 2004.
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Our Ray of Sunshine

To have Stormy as part of our RHA has been a true blessing.  Her dedication and enthusiasm for RHA has been a wonderful benefit for RHA as well as her residents.  There have been many instances where Stormy has gone above and beyond her required duties as Bryce Lawn Hall President.  When an executive board member could not attend a committee meeting, Stormy was the first person to be asked to fill her place.  Excited about the opportunity, Stormy happily attended and had detailed minutes of what happened at the meeting ready for the very next day.  At another crunch time, the executive board needed help passing out newsletters to every door on campus.  Without hesitation, Stormy volunteered to help so it would get finished faster.  Stormy has practically been an honorary executive board member and plans to run for a position next year which she is more than qualified and suited for.

Although it may seem that RHA is the only thing Stormy is involved in by the amount of time she dedicates to it, that is not the case.  This year, Stormy was elected by her peers to be the Senator for the School of Social Work, and she is also a member of a women’s rights organization.  Stormy’s academics have never fallen by the wayside either, as she was selected for the Intermediate Honors award for being in the top 5% of her junior class in the School of Social Work.  

It is the honor of the University of Alabama to nominate Stormy Miller for the prestigious award of Student of the Year.  Stormy’s enthusiasm for RHA has shone through her dedication to creating great programs and community service projects for her residents, making sure her residents’ voices are being heard through resolutions, greeting challenges with a sunny attitude, and soaking up ideas from the conferences she has attended.  
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ALURH
Nomination for Student of the Year: Stormy Miller

Dear Committee,

It is with great pleasure I write this recommendation. Stormy has been
an extremely active residence hall member and residence hall
association member.

Currently-Stormy is the president of Bryce Lawn, an upperclassman
apartment complex of 240 residents. She plans community service
projects each month for the residential area. She addressed student
concerns as they occur and seeks to resolve their problems.

She has been active in the state (ALURH), region (SAACURH),
while being active in other organizations on campus. Stormy is a
senator for the College of Social Work.

I believe Stormy is an excellent role model for our residents since she
is able to maintain a higher GPA, represent her neighborhood, and
remain active with other campus organizations.

We were fortunate to have the Student of the Year from our campus
last year and I understand this award should be shared. Please read
the attached resume and you will see why we are proud to have
Stormy of our hall council team.

- Sincerely,

Woed)3teth

Lisa D. Skelton, Ed.D.
Director
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ALURH
National Communication Coordinators

In the short amount of time that I have been the RHA advisor, I have been
exposed to a lot of great student leaders. Stormy Miller is one of the brightest
stars in the Alabama RHA and I am pleased to recommend her for Student of the
Year.

Although I had seen her in the boardroom, I really got to know Stormy while
learning the ALURH roll call for SAACURH. Stormy contributed many hours
choreographing our dances and then teaching those dances to the Alabama
delegation. No matter how many hours it took, Stormy remained upbeat,
enthusiastic and willing. This describes Stormy’s attitude toward almost
everything.

The executive board can rely on Stormy to do an excellent job at any task she
takes on. For example, Stormy was asked to attend a committee meeting when
the executive board was unable to attend. Excited about the opportunity, she
attended the meeting and presented the RHA president with detailed minutes the
next day.

Stormy is also passionate about her building. She helped organize a sex
education program for residents that involved campus resources, karaoke, and
food. A record 65 apartment residents came out to learn and enjoy. She organizes
community service projects each month. She also presented a resolution on
mailboxes being reinstated at the on-campus apartments that was so well
researched and written, it passed without any revisions.

‘While fully involved in RHA, Stormy has also found the time to excel in her

classes. She was named as the Intermediate Honors student from Social Work for
being in the top five percent of her junior class. She also serves the University as
the Student Government Association Social Work senator.

Stormy’s contributions to RHA cannot be adequately expressed in a letter.
Regardless, I hope you will accept this attempt and strongly constder Stormy for
the much deserved award of Student of the Year. I thank you in advance for your
consideration

Smce/rely,

AL AL
l/(ate Ethered\g HA Adv1sor/ Assistant Director
(U
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- ChrisCribbs

December 3, 2003

To Whom It May Concern:

It is my pleasure to write a letter of recommendation on the
behalf of Stormy Miller. Stormy is a Hall Council President at
Bryce Lawn (an apartment community that consists mostly of
athletes) for the fall 2003 and spring 2004 semester. I am the
Coordinator of the Upperclassmen Apartment Communities at The
University of Alabama (Rose Towers, Highlands and Bryce
Lawn).

I became impressed with Stormy’s unrelenting work ethics
when she assisted the Bryce Lawn staff of R.A.s and Director with
the most successful program at the Apartment Communities. The
program “Sex on the Lawn” educated the residents about safe sex
and provided live entertainment from the residence and staff:
karaoke, poetry reading, and acoustic guitar performance. The
apartment communities are a challenge in regards to education
programming; however, there were more than 70 students in
attendance at Bryce Lawn for the program “Sex on the Lawn”.
Stormy’s partnership with the staff at Bryce Lawn has continued to
produce many more successful programs.

Stormy demonstrates a high degree of loyalty and
trustworthiness to her work and associates and has carried out her
obligations with vigor and tenacity. I appreciate her energetic spirit
to assist the student- residents at Bryce Lawn. Rarely does one
meet someone who possesses the quality of being self-motivated
and has genuine care for the people. Stormy Miller demonstrates
the above mentieredqualjties everygay.

I strongly y_};eé’ommen;q‘,Sfbng ithout reservations.
Sincer: S -

A P

i 4

Coordinator of Upperclassmen Apartment Communities
Residential Life

University of Alabama

205-348-9975

ccribbs@sa.ua.edu
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I am writing to recommend that Stormy Miller be considered for the ALURH honor of “Student
of the Year.” Over the past year I have got to know Stormy on both a professional and personal
level through Residential Life at the University of Alabama.

As the Director of the Bryce Lawn Apartments at the University of Alabama, I am responsible
for overseeing the development of community. The community’s success largely depends on the
programming efforts of both my Resident Assistants and Resident Hall Council members.
Stormy, as President of the Bryce Lawn Hall Council, has played a vital role in helping the
community become a safe, fun, and socially stimulating place to live.

Due to the complex layout of the area and the diverse range of students, getting residents to
actively participate in the community is the greatest challenge at Bryce Lawn. Stormy, through
her programming has helped immensely in overcoming this challenge. She has organized several
successful events over the past semester that have educated residents, provided residents
opportunities to give back to the local community, and that simply allowed them to have fun.

In November, she organized a “Post Veterans Day Celebration™ at the local VA to honor the
sacrifice our veterans have made for our country. Also, during October Stormy coordinated a
“Trunk-o-Treat” event with the YMCA to help provide children a safe place to trick-o-treat.

In addition to the above events, Stormy also helped organize a sex education cookout for the
residents at Bryce Lawn titled “Sex on the Lawn.” The outdoor cookout, sponsored by the
Women’s Resource Center, provided residents the opportunity to relax, enjoy a good meal, be
entertained (karaoke and live music), and more importantly be educated about the importance of
making informed sexual decisions. The event had a turn out of over 65 residents. The above are
just a few examples of how Stormy has helped make our community a better place to live.

In addition to handling her professional duties, Stormy has simply been a pleasure to get to
know. She has always exhibited a positive attitude and maintained a good sense of humor.
Stormy is involved with several organizations outside of Residential Life and I am amazed that
she is still able to maintain her heavy academic load. To my knowledge, she is in the top 5
percent of her class based on GPA.

All of the above reasons are why I write with no hesitation to ask ALURH to consider Ms.
Stormy Miller for the honor of “Student of the Year.” If I can be of further assistance to the
committee members, please feel free to contact me anytime.

Sincm M
J. Mark Leech
Director Bryce Lawn Apartments

Jmleech10@yahoo.com
205-348-0887
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