
CH101 (section 001)   GENERAL CHEMI STRY    Spring 2008 
 
Course Content:  introduction to the atomic composition of matter and the evaluation of properties of matter at the 
atomic and molecular level.  Some topics include chemical formulae, chemical reactions and reaction stoichiometry, atom 
structure and periodic relations, molecular structure and bonding.  (prereq: placement in MATH 112 or higher) 
 
Instructor:  S. C. Blackstock (SHLB 224, 8-0748, blackstock@ua.edu) 
Class Meetings:  MWF 11:00-11:50 AM, M 5:00-6:30 PM in SHLB 107 
office hours:  T/Th 11:00 AM or by appointment 
course website:  bama.ua.edu/~blacksto/CH101/home.html 
 
Required Course Materi als:  Textbook: Chemistry, A Molecular Approach by Nivaldo Tro (student solutions manual - 
optional); mastering chemistry homework account (on-line); exam/quiz calculator (Casio FX-260); lab manual (see lab 
syllabus). 
 
 
Course Schedule of Topics   Spring 2008 
 
Ch 1: Matter, Measurement, and Problem Solving    January 9, 11, 14 
 
Ch 2: Atoms and Elements       January16, 18, 23, 25 
 
Ch 3: Molecules, Compounds, and Chemical Equations    January 28, 30, February 1, 4 
 
Exam 1          Monday, February  4 
 
Ch 4: Reactions in Aqueous Solution      February 6, 8, 11 
 
Ch 7: The Quantum-Mechanical Model of the Atom    February 13, 15, 18, 20, 22 
 
Exam 2          Monday, February  25 
 
Ch 8: Periodic Properties of the Elements     February 25, 27, 29, March 3 
 
Ch 9: Chemical Bonding I.  Lewis Theory     March 5, 7, 10, 12, 14 
 
Ch 10: Chemical Bonding II.  Molecular Shapes, VB and MO Theories  March 24, 26, 28, 31, April 2, 4 
 
Exam 3          Monday, March 31 
 
Ch 5: Gases         April 7, 9, 11, 14 
 
Ch 6: Thermochemistry        April 16, 21, 23, 25, 28 
 
Exam 4          Monday, Apri l 21 
 
course review - preparation for final exam     April 30, May 1 
 
Final Exam (comprehensive)       Tuesday, May 6 (8:00-10:30 AM) 
 
 
Course Grade:  There will be 4 exams (100 pts each), homework (100 pts), quizzes (60 pts), attendance (40 pts), 
laboratory (150 pts), and a comprehensive final exam (150 pts) for a total of 900 pts in the course.  Course letter grades 
will be awarded as follows. 
 

90-100% = A-,A,A+;     80-89% = B-,B,B+,     70-79% = C-,C,C+;     60-69% = D-,D,D+;     ≤ 59% = F 



 
Exams - Four major exams will be offered as indicated in the course schedule.  Exams will include a combination of 
multiple choice and short answer questions.  The lowest exam score may be replaced by the final exam score (%) if it 
helps the average.  There are no make up exams.  In cases of emergency or serious illness, the student should consult the 
instructor, preferably in advance, to discuss the situation.  The course cannot be passed if two exams are missed. 
 
Quizzes - Quizzes will be given at selected recitation sessions (M, 5:00-6:20 PM).  Recitation sessions will provide a 
review of course material and problem solving practice, in addition to quiz and exam taking. 
 
Homework - online (mastering chemistry) homework problems will be assigned during the semester and the performance 
on these problems will count 100 pts toward the course total.  Text problems will also be assigned and reviewed at 
recitation sessions.  Some homework problems may appear on quizzes and exams. 
 
MasteringChemistry  online homework for CH101 - register for the on-line homework at masteringchemistry.com, 
using our course code of MCHEMBLACKSTOCK0002.  Please enter your campus-wide student ID and your proper name 
when enrolling in the on-line chemistry course. 
 
Attendance - Attendance is expected at all lectures and will be recorded by sign-in at each lecture.  Up to 40 pts for 
attendance are earned at a rate of 1 pt/lecture attended.  10 pts extra credit will be awarded for perfect attendance.  
Absence due to severe illness or to participate in a University sponsored event may be excused if acceptable 
documentation is provided. 
 
Laboratory  Manual - Catalyst General Chemistry Lab CH 101/102, University of Alabama Chemistry Department, by 
Prentice Hall Custom Laboratory Program is required for each student.  Details about the laboratory will be covered in the 
laboratory section meetings.  Lab sections will begin meeting the week of Jan. 14th.  Note:  Lab periods cannot be missed.  
In the event of a serious emergency or illness, contact the lab coordinator, Ms. Erica Livingston (348-4208, 
elivings@gp.as.ua.edu), as soon as possible.  More than 2 absences in the laboratory will result in an F grade in CH101. 
 
Calculator - The approved calculator for this course is the Casio FX-260.  These calculators may be purchased at the supe 
store for ~ $10.00.  Only these calculators will be allowed for use on CH101 exams and quizzes. 
 
Honor Code - The University honor code applies to this course.  All UA students are expected to abide by this code of 
ethics in their work at the University and beyond.  The University of Alabama expects from its students a higher standard 
of conduct than the minimum required to avoid discipline.  Violations of the honor code will be reported to the college 
Dean's office where appropriate action will be taken.  See http://www.ua.edu/catalogs/catalog02/10480.html excerpt from 
undergraduate catalog. 

 
The Academic Honor Pledge 

I  promise or affi rm that I  will not at any ti me be involved with cheating, plagiari sm, fabri cation, or  
misrepresentation while enrolled as a student at The University of Alabama. I  have read the 
Academic Honor Code, which explains disciplinary  procedures that will result fro m the 
aforementioned. I  understand that violation of this code will result in penalties as severe as 

indefinite suspension from the University. 
 
Disability Accommodations - To request disability accommodations, contact the Office of Disability Services at 348-
4285.  After initial arrangements are made with that office, contact the instructor. 
 
Spring 2008 Academic Calendar  - key dates 

January 16  Last day to register or add a course 
January 21  Holiday - MLK Birthday 
February 27  Midterm grade submissions for freshmen (by 12:00 p.m.) 
March 17-21  Spring Study Break (Classes dismissed) 
March 26  Last day to drop a course with a grade of " W"  
April 18   Honors Day (Classes dismissed) 
May 2   Classes end 


