PY 691.4 - Mediation Analysis

Final Project

Due December 11, 2006
For this project you will need to test whether there is evidence for mediation in a data set of your own choosing. If you have any problems locating an appropriate data set, see Jamie and he will help you find one. For this project you must do the following.

1. Describe the study that provided the data you will be analyzing.

2. Explain the mediation model you want to test. Provide as much information about the theoretical constructs involved in the mediation as you can.

3. Justify the order of the variables in your theoretical model. Why does the IV come first, and then the mediator, and then the DV? Are there plausible alternative models?

4. Perform a mediation analysis using the Baron and Kenny (1986) method. Explain this method, and draw conclusions based on your results.

5. Perform a mediation analysis using the Sobel (1982) test. Explain this method, and draw conclusions based on your results.

6. Perform a mediation analysis using the bootstrap methods provided by Preacher and Hayes (2004). Explain this method, and draw conclusions based on your results.

7. Discuss whether mediation analysis is the best way to provide evidence for the mediational model you propose. Specifically consider the alternatives provided by Spencer, Zanna, and Fong (2005).

There are no minimum or maximum number of pages for this project. Simply do your best to explain and analyze the mediational model you are testing.

