Syllabus for PY 691-004:  Mediation Analysis

MW 2:00-3:15pm

206 Gordon Palmer Hall

November 1 – December 6

	Instructor:     Jamie DeCoster

Office:  
192 Gordon Palmer Hall

Office hours:
by appointment

Office phone:
348-4431

Email: 

jamie@ua.edu


Class website: 
http://bama.ua.edu/~jamie/mediation
Description:  Mediation allows you to test the presence of intervening variables in causal relations. In this case you believe that the independent variable affects the mediator, which then in turn affects the dependent variable. You can use mediation analysis to determine whether a significant part of the influence of the independent variable on the dependent variable goes through the mediator.

Objectives:  The class will cover the following topics.

· Theoretical definitions of mediation and moderation

· Classic ways of testing mediation (i.e., Baron & Kenny)

· Modern ways of testing mediation (i.e., Sobel test)

· Using SEM to testing mediation with multiple IVs, mediators, or DVs

· Testing mediated moderation and moderated mediation

Grading:  Class grades will be based on a single paper due the first day of finals week. For this paper you will be expected to locate your own data set on which you can test a mediation model.

Attendance:  You are strongly encouraged to come to every class, but attendance will have no direct impact on your grade.

Grading scale:  Grades will be assigned according to the following scale.

	Percent
	Grade

	90.00 – 100.00
	A

	80.00 – 89.99
	B

	0.00 – 79.99
	C


I’m sorry, but no modification of the grading scale will be given for personal circumstances.

Students with disabilities:
Special accommodations can be made to the learning environment for students with disabilities.  Any such students should contact the Office of Disability Services (Phone:  205-348-4285;  Email:  ods@bama.ua.edu) for more information.

Tentative lecture schedule:
	Topic
	Readings

	Overview of mediation
	David Kenny’s website on mediation

http://davidakenny.net/cm/mediate.htm
David MacKinnon’s website on mediation

http://www.public.asu.edu/~davidpm/ripl/mediate.htm

	Classic methods of testing mediation
	Baron & Kenny (1986)

	A comparison of modern methods of testing mediation
	MacCallum, Zhang, Preacher, & Rucker (2002)

	The Sobel test
	Chistopher Preacher’s Sobel test web page

http://www.psych.ku.edu/preacher/sobel/sobel.htm

	Alternatives to mediation 
	Spencer, Zanna, & Fong (2005)

	Bootstrap methods 
	Preacher & Hayes (2004)

	Testing mediated moderation and moderated mediation
	Muller, Judd, & Yzerbyt (2005)














