Meta-Analysis Project

Due June 9, 2005

Those taking the meta-analysis class for credit are required to turn in a miniature quantitative literature review to form the basis for their class grade.  This review can be on any topic area as long as you can justify the need for a meta-analysis.  The paper itself will be graded based on the five major steps to performing a meta-analysis:

· Formulating a meta-analytic research question.  You will need to describe the effect you want to examine and the population in which you want to examine it.  List your inclusion and exclusion criteria. You should explain what benefits a meta-analysis could provide to the literature.  

· Locating the relevant literature.  You should fully describe the literature search that you would perform for the meta-analysis.  You should actually search all of the computerized indices that you think are relevant.  You should identify at least one important early article in the literature and use the SSCI to locate articles that have cited it.

· Calculate effect sizes and code moderating variables.  You should identify at least 10 articles that meet your criteria for inclusion in the meta-analysis and compute the effect size for each.  Code each effect size on at least three moderator variables.  Be sure to describe the moderators and explain how you chose to code them.  Include your codes and calculations as an appendix to your document.

· Analyze the meta-analytic database.  Estimate the weighted mean effect size and test whether it is significantly different from zero.  Analyze the effect of your moderators and interpret the pattern of results.

· Write up your results.  Provide a discussion of your findings and report what implications they may have for the literature.  If the results of your moderator analyses are not significant but you suspect they would be with more studies, mention what implications they would have if they were significant.

There is no set page limit – just write what you need to in order to meet the guidelines provided above.  You should be working on the throughout the course.  The following table lists out the various components of the review, and dates by which they should definitely be completed.  You should try to accomplish these tasks before the listed date if it is possible.

	Component
	When it should be completed

	Determining a research topic
	May 23

	Complete literature search
	May 26

	Selection of studies for analysis
	May 30

	Calculate/code effect sizes
	June 2

	Analyze the effect sizes
	June 6

	Final writeup
	June 9


I will not need to see these individual components, but I am happy to talk to you about your project at any point during the class.

