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Promoting Democracy and Overcoming
Heterosexism: and never the twain shall
meet? [1]

JOHN E. PETROVIC, University of Alabama, USA

ABSTRACT  This article deals with the issue of including gay, lesbian, and bisexual
(GLB) themed materials in school curricula. It is argued not only that such materials
should be included but also that the more radical notion of ‘positive systematic
inclusion’ should be followed. Positive systematic inclusion requires the positive por-
trayal of GLB persons in the curriculum and prohibits teachers, at least in the early
school years, from expressing opinions against homosexuality. Using a recent critique
of this position provided in Sex Education by John Beck as a foil, the author argues that
positive systematic inclusion is required by and promotes the liberal democratic
tradition. Furthermore, positive systematic inclusion represents the radicalization of the
liberal democratic tradition necessary to respond adequately to legitimate criticisms
Jrom postmodernists.

Introduction

Much work has been done to bring attention to the plight of gay, lesbian, and bisexual
(GLB) youth in schools. Much of the literature in this vein portrays the general
experiences and school climates that GLB youth endure and proffers arguments for
including GLB content in school curricula.

Personal narratives depict school climates that marginalize and do harm to GLB youth.
GLB students are subjected to verbal, physical, and emotional abuse (Uribe & Harbeck,
1992; O’Conor, 1994). Because of these facts and the silence that tends to surround the
entire issue of same-sex orientation, students report that they create straight identities in
order to fit in (Elze 1992; Due, 1995). The effects of this closeting are reflected in
students’ stories of alcoholism, drug use, and poor academic performance (Chandler
1995; Bass & Kaufmann, 1996) as well as in increased suicidal tendencies among GLB
youth (Center for Population Options, 1992; Remafedi, 1994) [2]. Such personal
accounts are provided not only at the K-12 level, but also at the college level (Norris,
1992; Lease et al., 1996).

Given this state of affairs, another body of literature consists of calls to include GLB
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