Stat I Homework 1

Due January 17, 2008

Locating and Defining a Data Set
For this assignment you will need to locate a data set for you to use in our class.  You can choose to use a data set collected here at UA, a from another statistics class, or from any other source.  You will be using this data set in future homework assignments and class examples.  You may also choose to use this data set for your final project.  If you have difficulty finding a data set on your own, the course website has a link to the “Statlib” data set archive, which has a large number of data sets as well as links to other data set archives.  You can also just do an Internet search for “data set archive.”

The data set must have at least three categorical variables and three continuous variables. At least one of the categorical variables should have at least 3 groups.  None of your categorical variables should have more than 5 groups (otherwise your homeworks may take too long to do). If you have a categorical variable with more than 5 groups you might consider combining several of the groups together. At least one of the categorical variables and two of the continuous variables should be measured rather than manipulated (so that they can be used as dependent variables). If you have many continuous variables but not many categorical variables, you can define one or more categorical variables based on the values of the continuous variables. For example, you might take the continuous variable “height” and turn it into a categorical variable that has the groups “tall” and “short”.  The data set should have at least 50 cases.  This are the minimum requirements – if you can find a larger data set that is perfectly fine.  It will give you more variety in your assignments.

Once you have found the data set you want to work with you need to save it in SPSS format.  You can use the techniques discussed in the notes to make creating this data set easier (such as importing the data into Excel and then converting the file to SPSS format).  After you save the file you should type up documentation on the data set, as described in the notes.  Specifically, you should

· Name your variables

· State the units of continuous variables or the groups for categorical variables

· Report the unit of analysis for the data set

· Describe the subject population

You can look at the data sets provided on the course website as examples of how to write your documentation file.  You should email both the SPSS data set and a Word or text file containing the documentation to py602@bama.ua.edu prior to class on the due date.

