Stat II Homework 1

Due August 30, 2007

Locating and Defining a Data Set
For this assignment you will need to locate a data set for you to use in our class.  You can choose to use a data set collected here at UA, a data set that found on the web, or one from another statistics class.  You will be using this data set in future homework assignments, and Jamie will also be using them for examples in class.  You may also choose to use this data set for your final project.  If you have difficulty finding a data set on your own, the course website has a link to the “Statlib” data set archive, which has hundreds of data sets.  Other useful places to look are the websites government agencies, and the websites for statistical texts.  You can also find other data sets by searching for “data set archive” on the web.  You should not use the same data set that you used in PY602 (Stat I), if you took that course. 

The data you choose should have at least 30 cases. It should also have at least two categorical variables that can be conceptualized as independent variables, three continuous variables that can be conceptualized as independent variables, and one continuous variable that can be conceptualized as a dependent variable.  These are minimum requirements – feel free to use larger data sets if you want.  You should be sure that your minimum requirements don’t include variables that are mathematical functions of each other.  For example, if you have variables representing the “number of attempts” and the “number of successes” at a task you cannot count the “number of failures” as a separate variable because it can be computed by subtracting the second variable from the first.  

Once you have found the data set you want to work with you need to save it in SPSS format.  You can use the techniques discussed in the notes to make creating this data set easier (such as importing the data into Excel and then converting the file to SPSS format).  After you save the file you should type up documentation on the data set, as described in the notes.  You can also look at the data sets available on the course website for examples of how to document your data set.  Specifically, you should

· Provide a general description of the data set

· Describe the subject population

· Report the unit of analysis for the data set

· Name your variables

· Describe what each variable measures

· State the units of continuous variables or the groups for categorical variables

For an example of how to format this information you can examine the documentation files for the class data sets available on the course website.

